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EUROPEAN COUNCIL – BRUSSELS,   16 & 17 JUNE 2005 
 

PRESIDENCY CONCLUSIONS 
 

 
European Neighbourhood Policy 
 

The European Council welcomes the conclusion of a first wave of action plans, 
within the framework of the European Neighbourhood Policy, with Israel, Jordan, 
Moldova, Morocco, the Palestinian Authority, Tunisia and Ukraine, and welcomes 
the decision to establish similar action plans in 2005 with Armenia, Azerbaijan and 
Georgia, which were included in the European Neighbourhood Policy in June 2004, 
as well as with Egypt and Lebanon, and to draw up a national report on Algeria.  The 
European Council invites the Commission and the High Representative to report 
regularly on progress made. 

 
The European Council welcomes the reform efforts of the Ukrainian government 
towards a full fledged democracy and social market economy and its commitment to 
European norms and values.  It looks forward to continuing the intensified dialogue 
and contacts between the EU and Ukraine and supports a speedy implementation of 
the EU-Ukraine Action Plan. 

 
The European Council takes note, in addition to the adoption of the EU-Moldova 
Action Plan, of the appointment of an EUSR for Moldova, soon to become a direct 
neighbour of the European Union.  It expresses its preparedness to take active part in 
finding a solution to the Transnistrian conflict and appreciates an increased dialogue 
with Russia, Ukraine and the OSCE on this issue. 

 
The European Council reiterates the EU's commitment to strengthening its relations 
with Belarus, inter alia by drawing up an action plan, once the authorities of that 
country have clearly demonstrated their intention to respect democratic values, the 
rule of law, and human rights.  The EU is concerned by the intensification of the 
repression of democratic forces and civil society in Belarus.  The EU will take steps 
to make the people of Belarus aware of the advantages of the European 
neighbourhood policy, and will support the strengthening of civil society and the 
democratisation process in that country. 
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Strategic Partnership with the Mediterranean region and the Middle East 
 

The European Council approved the report by the Presidency, the Secretary-
General/High Representative and the Commission on the implementation of the 
Strategic Partnership between the EU and the Mediterranean region and the Middle 
East.  The European Council stresses the importance of the Strategic Partnership for 
the EU's relations with countries in the Middle East region.  It will continue to 
monitor implementation of the objectives of the Strategic Partnership in accordance 
with the principles of action of joint ownership and partnership.  The European 
Council agrees on the need to pay particular attention to the implementation of the 
Strategic Partnership in the countries situated to the east of Jordan.  The common 
political will to promote relations and cooperation in all areas, extending beyond 
commercial and economic issues, was reaffirmed in particular at the 15th GCC-EU 
Joint Council and Ministerial Meeting on 5 April 2005 in Manama. 

 
 
Barcelona Process 
 

The European Council welcomes the holding, in Luxembourg, of the Seventh 
Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference, which enabled a comprehensive review 
of the Partnership since its initiation in 1995 to be carried out and the bases for the 
future of the Process to be defined, and also enabled joint conclusions to be adopted 
for the first time, amongst other matters on the need to promote political and social 
reforms in the partner countries.  It also noted with satisfaction the progress made in 
the political and security dialogue and in implementation of the social, cultural and 
human partnership of the Barcelona Process, in particular through the inauguration, 
in Alexandria, of the Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation for the Dialogue 
between Cultures, and the establishment in Luxembourg of the Euro-Mediterranean 
Non-Governmental Platform.  Lastly, the European Council welcomes the holding of 
the first plenary session of the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly in Cairo, 
which reflects the attachment to democratic values and the principle of joint 
ownership intrinsic to the Barcelona Process.  It welcomes the organisation in 
Barcelona at the end of November 2005 of an extraordinary high-level meeting to 
mark the tenth anniversary of the Barcelona Declaration. 

 
The full integration of Libya into the Barcelona Process is the overall objective of the 
EU's policy of engagement with that country.  Participation in this Process, and 
subsequent progression towards the conclusion of an Association Agreement, remain 
dependent on Libya's readiness to accept the Declaration and the Barcelona acquis in 
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full and unconditionally.  Consultations on this matter and on other outstanding 
issues are continuing. 

DECLARATION ON THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS 
 

The European Council stresses the global strategic importance of peace, stability and 
prosperity in the Mediterranean.  This is the context in which the European 
commitment to the resolution of the Middle East conflict must be seen.  The 
European Union is firmly resolved to continue its action with a view to achieving this 
goal. 

 
The European Council welcomes the positive developments in recent months.  Thus, 
the peaceful transition of power in the Palestinian Authority with respect for the 
institutions, the Sharm el-Sheikh Summit, and the materialisation of the withdrawal 
from Gaza and from certain parts of the northern West Bank have all created an 
opportunity for tangible progress towards the resolution of the conflict.  It is crucial 
that the parties to the conflict, along with the international community, make every 
effort to make the most of this context and avoid a new escalation of violence. 

 
The European Council recalls in this regard the importance of full implementation by 
the parties of the obligations incumbent upon them under the first phase of the 
Roadmap.  It notes that the latter provides for measures to be taken in parallel by the 
two sides. 

 
The European Council stresses the importance for the Palestinian Authority of 
fulfilling all its obligations with regard to security, including those accepted at Sharm 
el-Sheikh, where all parties undertook to cease all acts of violence.  The Palestinian 
Authority must in particular demonstrate its complete determination to combat 
terrorism and continue with the reorganisation of all security services.  The European 
Council calls on the Palestinian Authority to continue with the ongoing reform 
process, to intensify consolidation of the institutions and to set as soon as possible a 
date for the organisation of free and fair legislative elections. 

 
The European Council calls on all parties to take all necessary steps to enable those 
elections to be held in all the Palestinian territories, including East Jerusalem. 

 
The European Council also stresses the need for a halt to Israeli settlement activities 
in the Palestinian Territories.  This implies a complete cessation of construction of 
dwellings and new infrastructures such as bypass roads.  The European Council also 
calls for the abolition of financial and tax incentives and direct and indirect subsidies, 
and the withdrawal of exemptions benefiting the settlements and their inhabitants.  
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The European Council urges Israel to dismantle illicit settlement outposts.  
Settlement policy is an obstacle to peace and threatens to make any solution based on 
the coexistence of two States physically impossible. 

 
The European Council, while recognising the right of Israel to protect its citizens 
from attacks, remains concerned by the continuing construction of the separation 
barrier in the occupied Palestinian territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, 
which is contrary to the relevant provisions of international law. 

 
The European Council commends the political courage shown by the leaders of the 
two sides with regard to the withdrawal from Gaza and certain parts of the northern 
West Bank.  The Council calls on countries in the region to facilitate the Palestinian 
Authority's efforts to establish control in its territory and to step up their political and 
economic support.  It stresses the importance of a successful disengagement, 
including for the advancement of the peace process.  The European Council confirms 
the European Union's support for the Quartet's Special Envoy for disengagement, Mr 
James Wolfensohn, and its determination to work in close cooperation with him to 
ensure the success of the project.  To ensure the social and economic viability of 
Gaza, the European Council stresses the need for access to the outside, particularly 
through the borders with Egypt and through a port and an airport, and to establish a 
meaningful link with the West Bank. 

 
In this context, the European Council reasserts that the Israeli withdrawal must be 
carried out in the framework outlined in the conclusions of the European Council of 
March 2004, and in particular form an integral part of the process specified by the 
roadmap. 

 
The European Council undertakes to intensify its assistance to the Palestinian 
Authority to pursue institutional consolidation. 

 
The European Council reiterates the importance it attaches to compliance with 
international law by the parties.  In particular, no party should undertake unilateral 
measures or prejudge questions relating to final status.  The European Union will not 
recognise any change to the 1967 borders other than those negotiated between the 
parties.  A just, lasting and comprehensive settlement of the conflict must be based 
on United Nations Security Council Resolutions 242, 338 and 1515, the terms of 
reference of the Madrid Conference and the principle of land-for-peace. 

 
The European Union encourages the parties to move forward resolutely in 
implementing the Roadmap on the basis of these principles.  It undertakes to assist 
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Israelis and Palestinians in advancing the peace process and achieving the goal of 
coexistence of the two States through the creation of an independent, democratic, 
contiguous and viable Palestinian State, living side-by-side with Israel and its other 
neighbours in peace and security.  The European Union cannot commit itself to any 
other path. 

 
The European Council reaffirms that a just, lasting and comprehensive peace must 
meet the legitimate aspirations of both the Israeli and Palestinian peoples and include 
Lebanon and Syria.  It calls for a relaunch of efforts to make progress on all the 
tracks of the peace process. 

 
The European Union will continue to oppose all those who have recourse to violence 
and to support all those who reject violence and strive for peace and security in order 
to construct a better future for the region. 

 
 
DECLARATION ON LEBANON 
 

The European Council notes the withdrawal of Syrian military forces from Lebanon 
and the impending return of the United Nations verification team to the country.  It 
reaffirms the importance it attaches to the sovereignty, territorial integrity, unity and 
political independence of Lebanon and reiterates its call for Security Council 
Resolution 1559 to be implemented in full.  In this connection it renews its full 
support for Mr Terje Roed-Larsen's mission. 

 
The European Council welcomes the smooth conduct, so far, of Lebanon's 
parliamentary elections, which correspond to the Lebanese people's desire for 
independence.  It awaits with interest the overall report which will be drawn up by 
the European Union's Election Observation Mission after the elections. 

 
The European Council strongly condemns the recent politically motivated attacks and 
assassinations, expresses its dismay at their destabilising effect, and calls for their 
perpetrators to be brought to justice at the earliest opportunity. 

 
The European Council reaffirms its support for the independent international 
investigation Commission into the assassination of Rafic Hariri which was set up in 
accordance with UN Security Council Resolution 1595.  It renews its appeal to the 
Lebanese authorities to continue to provide their unqualified support to the 
international investigation Commission and hopes that the latter will be able to bring 
its work rapidly to a successful conclusion. 
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